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West Papua Situation Update: March 2022

1. UN statement of concern over growing humanitarian crisis

In a statement released on March 1, independent UN experts blew the whistle on the
deteriorating human rights situation in West Papua, cataloguing ‘shocking’ violations carried
out by the Indonesian state, including child killings, disappearances, torture and mass
displacement of people.

The statement called for urgent action to end the ongoing violations and for unrestricted
humanitarian access to be immediately provided.

It also highlighted the ongoing crisis of internally displaced persons (IDPs) since 2018 and
noted that there are somewhere between 60-100,000 currently displaced?, with many unable
to return home due to military operations and the presence of security forces. Further to this,
the experts warned that IDPs were not only without access to food and healthcare, but that
humanitarian aid is being deliberately obstructed by authorities.

The statement, which has been welcomed by the ULMWP and civil society organisations
alike, echoes calls made in recent months by religious leaders inside West Papua® and the
World Council of Churches?, for international attention to be paid to the worsening crisis.
Community leaders have also been consistently calling for an end to military operations and
for a UN visit®.

In an unprecedented outpouring, the Papuan Province Governor himself, Lukas Enembe, also
raised the alarm®, with an emotional statement on the reality of the situation on the ground.
‘Intan Jaya is crying, Puncak Papua is crying, Nduga is crying, Maybrat is crying. Yahukimo
people, Bintang mountain people cry. Papuans do not live safely in our own country.’

The ULMWP has welcomed” UN acknowledgement of the crisis and reiterated the need for
urgent action, including access to be provided for the long-awaited visit of the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

Meanwhile, the Indonesian Permanent Representative in Geneva was quick to dismiss and
refute the UN statement®, accusing the Special Rapporteurs and mandate holders of being
‘biased’ and ‘unprofessional’.



2. Increased militarisation

Indonesian military operations have been intensifying since 2018, with the deployment of an
estimated 25,000 additional Indonesian troops®. Nduga, Intan Jaya, Puncak Jaka, Maybrat and
Oksibil have been the worst affected!?, turning much of the land into a war-zone.

Last year the president of the Indonesian Evangelical Church (GIDI), Pastor Dorman
Wandikbo, described the effects of the military operations in Intan Jaya'l: ‘our congregation
was kicked out of their homes. Their houses, their schools, their churches are occupied by the
military, because the security personnel there did not have a place to live. They used the peo-

ple’s home, the people’s place of education’.

Since then, schools and churches continue to be occupied!?, with access denied to religious
leaders and groups wishing to check on the affected communities.

This situation is set to worsen, with central government plans to further divide West Papua
into 7 different provinces!. It is feared the plan, which is being contested by Governors,
would worsen the marginalisation of indigenous Papuans and be used as an excuse to
increase the military and police presence.

3. Young boy killed, 6 others tortured and badly beaten

12 young children were reportedly arrested'4 on February 27 in Puncak Jaya district, after
they were accused of stealing a gun.

While in custody, they were beaten so badly that Makilon Tabuni, 12, tragically died of his
injuries. 6 other boys were also taken to hospital with injuries.
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VICTIM OF VIOLENCE BY THE INDONESIAN NATIONAL
ARMY (TNI) AGAINST AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILD
IN THE SINAK DISTRICT OF PAPUA. 6 CHILDREN ARE
BEING TREATED IN THE HOSPITAL AND 1 CHILD DIED

4. Political Prisoners

On February 21, spokesman for the West Papua National Committee Victor Yeimo was
formally charged with treason (makar), facing up to 25 years in prison. Yeimo was initially
arrested in May of last year for his involvement in peaceful demonstrations against racial
discrimination. His arrest and detention have been widely denounced by Amnesty'®, amongst
others'®, as being arbitrary and politically motivated.

The International Lawyers for West Papua (ILWP) has raised concerns!” about his health and
the conditions of his detention, and called for his immediate release.

Similar concerns have been voiced!® about the detention of 8 students arrested on December
1 for peacefully demonstrating in Jayapura. The students are all facing charges of treason and
facing 25 years imprisonment.

These arrests and these charges violate international law, which requires protection of
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly and upholding the right to peaceful protest.

5. Strong words from the EU Commission

On February 21, in answer to various questions'® posed by MEP Carles Puigdemont, Vice-
President of the Commission, Josep Borrell, stated that?® ‘The EU encourages Indonesia to
allow the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to visit West Papua and has urged
Indonesia to extend standing invitations to all Special Rapporteurs and Mandate holders.’

This call for access adds to the growing number of individual states and regional bodies that
have voiced concerns over human rights violations in West Papua and Indonesia’s continued
denial of access for a visit from the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. These in-
clude the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF?') and the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pa-
cific States (OACPS??>- formerly ACP).

The Commission Vice President also responded to questions raised over the EU’s trade
agreement with Indonesia, which went into its 11" round of negotiations?? last November,



and whether or not Indonesia’s human rights record (in the context of West Papua) would be
taken into consideration. He noted ongoing concern with regards to ‘the safeguarding of free-
doms of expression, association, and peaceful assembly in West Papua’ and that there would
be a need for respect for human rights to be ‘embedded in any Free Trade Agreement’.

With regards to the amount of funds the Commission has allocated to West Papua since 2001,
it was also revealed that EUR 4.7 million had been sent, covering areas of ‘democracy, civil
society, peace process, health care, education, and land-use planning’. He added that EU has
also spent EUR 112 million funding projects in Indonesia related to climate change, defor-
estation, education, health and human rights, which includes operations in West Papua.

The ILWP pointed out?* that the EU should not be funding the Indonesian occupation and ex-
traction of wealth from West Papua and that ‘as it is currently envisaged, some elements of
an EU trade agreement with Indonesia would likely be illegal under international law, follow-
ing the General Court of the European Union ruling regarding Western Sahara?® and EU trade
agreements with Morocco’.

6. Growing support from individual EU member states
In a landmark intervention from the former colonial power, the Dutch House of Representa-

tives also adopted their own motion on February 12° calling for the UNHCHR to visit West
Papua.
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February 1, 2022 THE NETHERLANDS PUSH FOR THE UN HIGH
COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS TO VISIT WEST PAPUA Dutch Hous...

This followed comments made in January 2021 27 by the Dutch Foreign Affairs Minister,
who stated that, ‘it is important to have such a visit’ by the High Commissioner ‘as soon as
possible’.

On March 18 2021, The Foreign Affairs Committee of the Spanish Senate also passed a mo-
tion?® calling on the Spanish Government to express its concern about the human rights situa-
tion in West Papua and urging the Government to also back the High Commissioner visit. In
case of such a visit being continually blocked, the Senate pushed for the Spanish Government
to support a motion on West Papua at the UN Human Rights Council.



In response to a follow up question, raised by Basque Senator and International Parliamentar-
ians for West Papua (IPWP) Vice Chair?® Gorka Elejabarrieta, on December 2, the Spanish
government affirmed their support for the visit to go ahead. In reference to the long-denied
access, the response also noted that ‘support to OHCHR entails a general rejection of any de-
terrent measure adopted by national authorities to hinder visits and inspections on the
ground’.

This was in addition to a strongly worded motion of support, unanimously passed by the For-
eign Affairs Committee of the Basque Parliament®® on October 8, 2021. The resolution noted
that, ‘over 500,000 people have died in a genocide against the indigenous population,’ de-
nounces human rights violations against West Papuans, and calls for a UN visit to the terri-
tory.

Supportive comments have also been made by the UK government®!.

The High Commissioner’s office has said that it still aims to secure access to West Papua, but
that obstacles are being placed in its way by the Indonesian state.

ULMWP provisional government PM, Edison Waromi, alongside 7 ULMWP regional Exec-
utives, have publicly announced that they are ready and waiting®’ to welcome a delegation of
the High Commissioner to West Papua.

ULMWP PROV GOV WELCOME “
" UN HIGH'COMMISIONER TO VISIT
WEST PAPUA

7. ULMWP Progress

In December, the ULMWP made a further step towards reclaiming sovereignty; by adding to
its previously established constitution®3, Provisional Government** and cabinet®> by announc-
ing the location of its government offices®. Headquarters are based inside West Papua, with
the international office in Port Vila. A further government branch will be in Port Moresby,
with diplomatic coordination offices based in the UK and Europe.



Last month, Interim President Benny Wenda and ULMWP Head of EU Mission Oridek Ap
were hosted in the Basque Country by Senator Gorka Elejabarrieta and welcomed by the
Spanish Senate and Congress in Madrid®’.

The ULMWP delegation was received at the Basque Parliament in Gastiez (Vitoria) by the
President of the Parliament, Bakartxo Tejeria Otermin and invited to provide an update to the
Foreign Affairs Committee.

In the Parliament of Navarre, in Irufia (Pamplona), they were welcomed by President Unai
Hualde>® and briefed members of International Coexistence and Solidarity Commission,
where concern was also voiced about access in view of the ongoing crisis.

In Madrid, the delegation was hosted by a cross-party group of Senators, who consolidated
their support for the visit of High Commissioner Bachelet and offered their solidarity with the
West Papuan people. President Wenda was able to thank them, on behalf of the ULMWP and
the West Papuan people, for their motion, passed by the Foreign Affairs Committee last
March.

Likewise, they were met by a cross party group of Congress Deputies who also shared their
concern over human rights and offered their support.
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