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West Papua, western border of the Pacific
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ESTPAPUA ISTHE WESTBORDER OFTHE MELANESIAN SPEARHEAD GROUP OF STATES (MSG)
(Papua New Guinea, Bougainville, The Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji).

The peoples of Torres Strait, Maluku, in the east of Timar S a ,éard theKanakof New Caledonia are also Melanesian.
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WESTPAPUANSarethe indigenous Melanesians of West New Guinea. After decades of Dutch colonial rule, in 1962 1
constituted 99% of the population. Under Indonesia since 1963, their percentage has dropped dramatically: to 48% i
with an annual growth rate of 1.84%, compared to thePapuan rate of 10.82



abové@ Australia and New Guinea befofleft) andafter
(right) the last IceAge six to ten thousangearsago.

rightd West Papuans Ré&xumakiekand Jacob Rumbiak at
the 30" Anniversary of the Tent Embassy in Canberra on
26 January2002, with KevinBuzzacoti{Arabunnanation).

belowd Jacob Rumbiak, Federal Republic of West Papua
Franklin St, Melbourne, 20 January 2012. Commemorati
of the execution ofunnerminnerwaiandMaulboyneenner
two Aboriginals from Tasmania, on 20 January 1842.
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FRESH-WATER TRIBAL CULTURES

West Papuans from the mountain range that straddles New Guinea
are historically renowned for domesticating plants about
ninethousand years ago, and for the networks of levees and
drains they build to cultivate taro, bananas, yams and sugar cane.

aboveé the distinctive homeghonal) of the highlandanitribe.
abovecentré® the pig is central to the spirituality, economies and
politics of the highland cultures in West and East New Guinea.
belowd DugumDaniwomen producing salt ihuerainmavillage
nearJiwika: soaking bananpalm fibres in a salt well, which
are then dried ana@shedand wrapped in blocks.

SALT-WATER TRIBAL CULTURES

Saltwater people from the islands (and coastal plains) on 1
north coast are pioneers of desga travel, and colonised
hundreds of islands in the Pacific, well before Captain
Cook, including Hawai 0i

North coash egBiak, Supiori Numfoor, Yapen
Ansus Ambai, Waropen AmberbakenManokwari.

Westcoasd egSorong, Raja Ampdslands, including
Ayau, Misool, Waigeq Fam Kawe, Gag,GamWaigeq
Waisaj Salawatj Nusela Batanta.

South coast egFakFak Timika, Merauke,
Adi, Karas FrederikHendrik (Yos Sudarsd




. g S =
SOME TRIBAL LAMENT AND MOURNING PRACTICES

above lef® Asmat, 1974Petronelldrom Sawavillage on thePomatsRiver in southeast
West Papua, throwing herself in mud the day that her fattverdied. Rolling in the mud
and washing disguises bodgours o t hat the spirit of th
| oved one and entice that personds spi

above righ® Dani, 1961: the finger of a young female relative of the deceased is
amputated, then burned in the embers of the funeral fire as a gift to the living ancestor

leftd Dani, 1973: a man with his ear sliced as a sign of grief, and smeared with light gr
. mud, a reference to ttani creation story where a snake argues with a bird about the

| afterlife. The snake claims that after men die they come to life again; thesoidakite
robin chat claims they stay dead, and then mourns its own same demise smearing its
wings with white mud.
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abové Ulysses Butterfly

leftd Victoria Crowned Pigeon, the sta
symbol of independent West Papua.

belowd Carnivorous Bladderwort is so
called because it uses its root system
trap small aquatic animals.

below lef§ Red Squid Orchid and two
other orchid species.
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The blackandwhite groundliving tree kangaroo from West In 1996, David Attenborough was the first to fihecord a Wilson's
Papuads mountain summits was t ho big-bftparadise fdrthe BBR documentakjtanivotough in

t his one found by Tim Flannery i Paradi9e26outpfthe wodd'sda sgetiespidiafrparadieefare in
my career as a biologisto). West Papua, and six species are endemic to West Papua.
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Pygmy Seahors@gHippocampusargibant), Raja Ampat Islands, WeBtapua. The Pygmy Seahorse is about half the size of a fingernail, cling
coral with its prehensile (curly) tail and cleverly mimics tioéoursof the coral, so they are hard to see let alone film with such detail and cla
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INTRODUCED RELIGIONS IN WEST PAPUA

EuropeanChristianmissionariedandedin West Papuain 1855 and from then until the Indonesianoccupationin 1963 the
ProtestantChurch(andthe CatholicChurchafter 1900 wasresponsibldor healthandeducationaswell asconvertinglocals
andsavingtheir animistsouls Australianand SouthernAmericanBaptistsstartedevangelizingn the highlandsafter World
War 2 with a muchmoreaggressivaittitudeto tribal religionsandmuchlessemphasi®n socialwelfare

Under Indonesiathe churchesare controlledfrom Jakartawithin the Departmeniof Religion, renderingpriestsand pastors
(paid) civil servantsf the state IndonesiarChristiandenominationsnovedto the territory, and WestPapuangong-standing
relationswith Christianchurchesn MelanesianPacific were cut, including educationscholarshipgo the University of South
Pacific A hugetransmigrationprogramhasproduceda nonPapuangrowth rate of 10.8% (comparedio the Papuarrate of

1.84%) for whomhundredof mosquesavebeenbuilt (manywith moneyfrom Wahhabistsn SaudiArabiaandMalaysia)

11



One night in Melbourne in November 1999, David Saftgrmer
directorof Community Aid Abroad, sat down to a Melanesian feast
prepared by JacdRumbiak, and washocked when the West Papual
independence fighter, diplomat aimdtlonesian politicaprisoner said
he wasrom Numfoorlisland.fi G o &ad Jacob, | bombed that place
during World War 20.

David was a gunner dAMAS Aruntai n Gener al Ma
taskforce which in 1944 bombed Bougainville, New Ireland, and V
I sl ands packohH e n hteh & badAitaghed Hoblahdig \Barmj
andWadkel s| and, f ol | o Saasbpgtand the islandsc
Biak andNumfoorin Cenderawasih BayGeelvinckBay for the Dutch

David said operations1 Dutch NewGuinea were routingiAt dawn,
webd shell a sinfarce eduld give the Hintedand af
good dose, then the Americans

Royal AustraliarAirforce CurtissP-40N Kittyhawk, 788QN,Noolemfor
Dutch New Guinea 1944belowd Corporal FBaz(GunnedahNew South |
Wales) looking at coconut trees blasted by naval gunfire on 8 July 194

-

. ' i ==
‘ Allied War Memorial Service, Noemfoor, Oct1944where Americans
andRAAF members whdell at Noemfoor Island are buried. Hymns
¥ and Prayerpreceeded Salute to the Dead by an American firing pe

12/



EST PAPUA, WORLD WAR 11 5

AHol | an d-day Jayapwal was goniverted into an immense E ‘

military and air base é and begcame on

Sides of mountains were carved away, bridges and culverts were throw

across rivers and creeks, gravel and stone fill was poured into sago

swamps to make highways as tal ™ as
aters of Humboldt Bay a complete fleet could anchor. Tremendous =

docks were constructed, and 135 miles of pipeline were led over the

hills to feed gasoline to the airfield$Vhere once | had seen a few .

native villages and an expanse of primeval forest, a city of 140,000

men t ook o(ET& RpbarnEiclyelberger, April 1944). '

rightd PennyMeeng Anzac Day March, Melbourne, 25 April 2005.
Born in Netherlands East Indies of Dutch and Indonesian parentage;
Royal Netherlands Navy (193®47; Prisoner of war in Japan (1942
45); Royal Netherlands Navy in Australia (1946); Founded Australia
est Papua Association (Melbourne) in 1999. ’

belowd Harry Scott, RAF, Merauke (1944) which was developed
into a base for 6,000 American, Dutch, and Australian army, navy |
andairforcepersonnel (including Gough Whitlam). '




WEST PAPUA: NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORY 1950-1962 (with independencechedueledor 1971)
ADMINISTERING POWER: THE NETHERLANDS

5 April 1961 Nieuw Guinea RAAD Terrltory -wide electlonsfor New GuineaRAAD
fiof f i asia®&arliamegtwith all its power® (Dutch GovernorPlattee). Twenty-twao
Papuansijncluding Mrs. Tokoro-Hanasby were electedto the 28-seatbody taskedwith
making known, within a year, the peopleswisheson their self-determination.

Massimmunisationprogramfor malaria,
yawsandtuberculosisvith World Health
OrganisatiorandUN ChildrensFund

1 December1961, Manokwari,organisedy the Nieuw-GuineaRAAD, with the Morning
Starflag alongsidethe Netherlanddlag, andthe nationalanthemsof the two nations,anc
the PapuavolunteerKorp (PVK) marchlngalon95|dethe NetherlandsArmy.

NEDERLANDS - NIEUW-GUINEA'

NIEUW-GUINEA RAAD 1961 e

Roadmaking in the interior irt959. _f0ccccsccssscsssssccece
Precisiortractordriving lessons in

School in Sorong1 1962. agriculturetraining school in 1955




S b e S - w by w por = U After Indonesia failed four times in the 1950s t
ékr'l'ﬁvx.f‘f.‘:‘ B PR ,_*, _.r-l“-: 6itsdé claim of so
? . v recognized by the United Nations; and

U After the UN failed to pass a Dutch motion to
register West Papua on tBecolonisatioragenda
in November 1961,

.l.'

ol o o .
‘ (- :v\,.\ "
s U Indonesia declared war (19 December 1961) ¢
America developed a 0p
the administration of West Papua to Indonesia, a
____ state on the brink of economic and political
~ | collapse. No West Papuans were consulted for tf

| UN sponsored New York Agreement (196269.

abové President JF Kennedy and President Sukarno
AndrewsAirforce Base, Maryland, 24 April 1961.

Kennedybés belief that West Papua was
fed byrumoursthat Michael Rockefeller, son of New York Governor Nelson

Rockefeller, was eaténrather than drowned after his boat capsized on the south coad
of West Papua where he was collecting Asmat art in December 1961.

rightd Prime Minister Robeienziesand GarfieldBarwick (Attorney-General as well
as Minister for Overseas Territories

Garfield Barwick convincedPrime MinisterMenziesto abandon hitong-standing
supportfortheN e t h e r | -@etedronstiorspeobrdm in WeBapua. He anticipated
that under Indonesia theneould be asylum seekers, and told his department officers
fWe

shouldnot be too infected with the British notion of being a home for the oppréssed



Traditional Dani homes in theBaliem
alley of the Central Highlands

Proliferation of Transmigration -logging 3 }'?;lu
settlements since Indonesian occupation in 196; 'Q\ s,
s
!

Under Indonesian colonial rule Wd3apua has been SRS
the target of the largest transmigration program in t
orld, mostly funded by the World Bank.

Badly organizedsettlements, often situated alongsidgs
logging operationdhave eroded unique ecosystems g
and rendered indigenous West Papuans a minority -
in their own homeland.

Indonesiahasregulationsabout the species and
dimensions of trees felled, atfte methodfor
extractionand replantation, but the companies

ork handin-hand with the Indonesian military
andignore the guidelines.
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The Freeport MingougingtheA mungme tri beo Blemaqudwrat\mhose pakmstili Hostsra (rapidly shrinking) glacial
remnant . Il ndonesiabs contract with Freeport was si gappardedi n
administrator. In 201¥hdonesia, with Chinese money, bought 51.2%, leaving US Frelglodtbran (FCX) with ownership of 48.7%.




The oncemighty Aikwa River nearthe Freeportgold-andcoppermine hasfor yearsbeena lifelessbog of minewastedumpedat a rate (in 2001)
of 194000tonsaday Inset MamaYosefg alocal Amungmewomanandactivists,beingarrestedoy IndonesiarPoliceon 16 February2014when
the MelanesianSpearhea@roupvisited West Papuabut wasnot allowedto meetany WestPapuansFive of Ma m achilsirenhavedied of toxic

poisondgrom theriver. In 2001shewon the prestigiousGoldmanEnvironmentaPrizefor herfight againstPT Freeportindonesia 19
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because our world 1S being dest“ . ' The birds have n0w_hére‘to ﬂy‘ .

- -

Pastor Steven SialaislasVillage, TheBirdsheagd We s t Papua é AThe birds have nowh
eyes€e our world is being destroyed é we want to conserve

Screen snaps froResource extraction in West PapgmaBritish film-maker James Morgan (httpsaiw.youtube.com/watch2kzXwPhMfyto)
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A dhas sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners atl
setthe oppressefitee,to loose

the chains of injustice and to

untie the cord

above le® Ronny Kareni, West Papua student,
Ballarat 2008

abové SixtaMambor West Papua student, All
Saints Anglican Church, St Kilda, 2005.

above righd Greater Bird of Paradise

leftd Ndugavillagers in the highlands

rightd Beetle Eupholusvliasimski)



The issue of West Papua has complicated every negotiation between Indonesia and Australia since 1¢

abové® WestPapuans regularly rallgutside the Indonesian Consulatédneens Rd, Melbourne,
whereupon thdustralian Federal Policer e requi red thebotnodesao
the iron fencdred car, abovdeft), and pass documenisthem from the Papuanaliovecentrg. By
2008 Indonesiaintelligenceagents in Melbourne had become so brazerMictdria Police Security
Intelligencefelt obliged to offer the West Papugm®tection(aboveright), although this was
withdrawn by PolicaCommissioner Simon Overlaril 2012

. leftd On 10 March 2010,
Tony Situmoran@ Head of
Indonesian Intelligence for
. Asia-Pacific and Deputy
- Ambassadoat Indonesian

~ filmed takingphotosof West
Papuans at a peace rally in
Canberrdrom the Etfloor
balcony of Parliament House

21



18/06/2010 02:49 PM

Return Special AutonomyRally, 18 June2010, demanding a referendum We st Papua was, in fact,
region in 1969ofb&detkoi tbé@. shhen Omposition of a Ospecial b
demands of the republicdéds creditors, was structured to 32/
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_39pPapuan CongresEat =

Abepuira West 16-19 October 2011

-




Opening the3rd Congress with Prayer
ZaccheusField, Abepura, West Papua
16 October 2012

i T h'@Corgress is not a radical fringe moveme
|l t 6s made up of mainst
academics, church leaders and senior tribal lead
The radical fringe stayed away [from the Congre:
because they t hi nkSoifthed
Indonesian government thinks this is a minority
view, they are sadly mistaken. Itis a
mainstreanv i e (F#@&ryMarisan Director,

W ELSHAM Human Rights in West Papua).

Final Day, 3rd Congress, 19 October 2011

Three hundred participants were arrested and
tortured after establishing the Federal Republic c
y West Papua. Ninetgix were shot, kicked or beate!
by police, with twelve confirmed reports of
fractured skulls\(Vest Papua Media 21 Oct 2011).

Five officials of the Federal Republic of West
Papua, including President Yaboisembut and Pril
Minister Waromi, were charged under the Criming
Code and incarceratevaromi was also a political
prisoner 19899; 2001, 2002, 2003).

leftd Papuan Land Guards (PETAPA) arrested at
tortured (West Papua Media 21 Oct 2011)

24



West Papuans attacked by Indonesian army 39 PAPUA CONGRESS
. i 16:190CTOBER 2011

L) j‘_ﬁ‘\ o L
Edison Waromi

LN B FPAPUANPEOPLEISIGONGRESS PRIME MINISTER
u LATELINE.

WL TR

Australian Broadcasting Corporation
Broadcast: 27/10/2011

VV

Indonesia, Papua and the prisonershiftory SundayAge, 23/10/2011

raid Papuan independence gathegjn

Papuan Land Guards (PETAPA) arrested and tortured topd DanielKadenaa law student, shot dea8dlidaritasRakyat Papua).
estPapua Media 2Dctober 2011 photos2, 33 buryingYakobusSamonsabrand MaxAsa Yeuw (SuaraPerempuarPapuadVoice of Women in Papua),g
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End ofa Iopg KmB raIIy in Tmlka on 21 May 201§ support
ULMWP appl|cat|on to join the Melanesgrf‘Spe’arI@a Group.




Some facts about I ndonesi abds 8 g02% Jacob RuAbiak,dJhMWRYSpokespergda s

West Papua has been illegally occupied and cruelly governed since the UN ULMWP begs UN to discipline Indonesia against wagin
transferred our NoiseltGoverning Territory to Indonesia on 1 May 1963. more war in West Papua; President Jokowi lectures Gel
Then we were 99% of the population; now we are calculated to be extinct Assembly on 6sovereigntyd
by 2030. Our best and brightest are tortured and jailed or killed. We have Excerpts from ULMWP Media, 24 September 2020)

no tenure over our land and gardens that are being destroyed by miners and -
loggers. Our waters, which were pristine in 1962, are polluted. Our unique /
flora and fauna is sold illegally in black markets in Indonesia and overseas

1 The Infant Mortality Rate has increased dramatically:
In 2002, there were 56 deaths for every 1000 babies born;
In 2017 there were 257 deaths for every 1000 babiegB&& 201719).

2 Poverty increased by 27% in one province, 22% in the ¢B#S 201719).

3 Maternal Mortality increased 30%, and is the highest rate in Indonesia;
In 2019 there were 305 deaths for every 1000 mo{M$CEF JAKARTA).

4 The price of goods has increased dramatically: e i Eonte Toroiea rananertmtie S
Cost of cement iWamena IDR 500,00@ 1.2million _ -
Cost of cement in Jakarta IDR 60,0005 On 19 Sept 2020, the Indonesian military shot and stranglec

PastorYeremiahZanambaniwho was feeding his pigs in his

gardenHis congregation, from seven churchenitangJaya,

have fled into the surrounding mountains. The popular and

5 The Indon(_as_ia Government has spent IDR 94 trillion, but has taken influential pastor was Chair of the Indonesian Evangelical
IDR 200 trillion from West Papua just from Freeport miB€S 201719). Christian Church, and had translated the Bible Memi.

Cost of fuel in West PapualDR 40,000/litre
Cost of fuel in Jakarta IDR 6,450/litre

Pastofy e r e massabsination follows the murder of anothe
popular pastoiGGeyimin Nirigi, during a military campaign that
included the Indonesian Parliament authorisingiitirce to

drop bombs of white phosphorousNidugain December 2018.

White phosphorous burns through iAs 1t di _d in the 1960 N .b enh
skin and flesh, down to the bone. yet another generation of West Papuan leaders, this time be

't cannot be exti @yl PReyL¥WR; pRokesperson J

leftd In Dec 2018 the Indonesian
Airforce dropped bombs of white
phosphorous, a banned chemical
weapon, orNdugain the highlands.

deathfrom internal burns or ABut there is a difference.
multiple organ failure. Now we do, and furthermore, our freedom is actively suppor
by thousands of Indonesians

(The Saturday Paper, 22 December 2018,
JohnMartinkusand Mark Daviep 27/



