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Indonesia threatens Australia over Papuan refugees

Elizabeth Krantz 24 Apnl 2006

Indonesia's belligerence towards Australia was again on display when 43 West Papuan
refugees in a dugout caroe washed up on Cape York last January and cemandec asylum,
claiming they were fleeing a brutal, repressive regime In their home country. Australian
immigration officials assessed that they faced real danger if returned to Indeonesia, anc
grantec them temporary protection visas.

The Indomesian government immediately demanded the refugees de returned to
Indoresia. Indonesian President Susibo Bambang Yudhoyoro personally demanded of
Prime Minster Howard the return of the refugees. Howard initially stocd up to the
Indonesian bullying, refusing to interfere in the immigration process.

Indonesia stepped up the threats. [ndonesia’s Ambassador to Australia was recallec. Five

Indoresan warsh s were cespatched to patral the waters to prevent further refugess Don'l insult us, don't toy with ws and

escaping. don't demy ws Justice - Indioesan
esdent Scmbe  Bambang Yudhoyono

Indonesian newspaper Rakyat Merdeka ran @ highly InsuRting cartcon on its front page laying comn the lam 1o Australia.

depicting a dingo with John Moward's face shagging @ dinge with the likeness of Foreign

Minister Alexarnder Doaner.

The row hit the business world when the Indonesian government banned the
import of Australian cattle breeding stock and an Indonesian trade group called
for the boycott of Australian goods. rdeonesiarn  Importers Assocaton chairman
Amirucdin Ssud saic the boyoott of Australian goods would begn immediastely and
continue until the Papuans' visas were withdrawn.

There was no mention of a boycott on the millions of dollars of Australian foreign
aid given to Indonesia each year, including the one billion dollars promised to
assist with rebuiliding of Aceh following the tsunami disaster.

Moward buckled under the pressure. In 3 craven act of appeasement, he quickly changed
iImmigration procedures to force all asylum seekers entening Australia by boat to be sent
to offshore Islands 5o as not to be subject to normal immigration procedures.

On March 26, Prime Minister John Moward stated: "We do not support for 8 moment the
West Papuan independence claim. To those who are urging us to do 5o, ! say we will not.”

The scurnilous Cartoom that appeared in the
Indenesan nemspaper  Rakyal Merdeea
and Uriggered a resporge from S Leak
(bdow).

"PON'T TAKE THIS
KOG WAY...
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Cn 27 March hundreds of chatng
Ceminstralors  Carryrg pladards  with
MOeSSARes suth 24 "Australa go o mel”
converged on the Autralan embassy in
Nearta, Ao 3 doen demoratrators
panted sSogins o0 the wmals, soch as

“Leave Indonesia row” and  C“Acstrala
fock”.
Sill Leak responds in The Awstralian to the Indonesian cartoon. A very apt cartocn.

John Moward for once has misreac the moocd of the electorate. Mis kowtowing to the
Javanese bullies has gone down badly with the majority of Australians.

“Den tinsult us, don't toy with us and don't deny us justice”

These threstening words were uttered by Indonesian Presdent Susio Bambang
Yudhayono on 17 Aped 0 an Indonesian forum. Moward's gutless appeasement had only
embaoldenec the Indonesian bullies.

John Howard should be utterly ashamed. He is preparec to leave the people of West Papua
to their fate st the hands of the brutal Indonesian miditary and rampaging miltias just to
appease the dictatorial Indonesian government. Moward Is taking the wrong line In
supperting Inconesia at al costs. This cowardly action abandons one and half million
indigenous Papuans to a regime of repression, rape torture and poverty and,
according to Papuan leaders, genocide.



